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Brilliant white paint has got itself a bit of a bad
rep recently. During the Kelly Hoppen
minimalist revolution in the late 1990s, trendy
young things not only chucked out their chintz
but painted everything white. For years, we
lived in a blizzard. And didn’t it look awful?
And feel cold? The practice of painting your
entire house white has now become a byword
for those great design crimes: lack of
imagination and fear of colour. But when you
take a turn round the west-London mews
house belonging to the husband-and-wife
artist duo Rob and Nicky Carter, you realise,
with stunning clarity: we were doing it wrong.
“We’re big fans of brilliant white,” Nicky

| tells me, sitting at their large scrubbed wooden

scullery table. “It shows our artwork off really
well and if the kids get sticky fingers all over it,
you can paint over it, so it's practical.” She adds
that you have to match brilliant white paint
with warm colours so it doesn’t feel chilly.

As art curator of the Groucho Club and an
alumnus of Goldsmiths College, where her
contemporaries included Rachel Howard, Jason

| Martin and Damien Hirst, Nicky is part of the

small but close community of artists who swap
and buy each other’s work. The house is a
veritable gallery of friends’ pieces, including
work by Gavin Turk, Jason Martin and Marc
Quinn. In the children’s bedroom hang two

Light fantastic

Colour and clarity breathe life into the mews house of the husband-and-wife artist duo Rob and Nicky Carter.
Esther Walker pays them avisit. Photographs by Michael Franke
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alphabet collages by Peter Blake, a friend and
early cheerleader of the pair. They, in turn, are
collected by a laundry list of the rich and the
famous: Simon Fuller, Elton John, Kevin

i Spacey, Jude Law and Matthew Williamson,

whose dazzlingly colourful ensembles, worn by
the likes of Sienna Miller, are reminiscent of
the paintings. Rob and Nicky's works adorn
such varied walls as those at Land Securities,
the Groucho Club, St Mary’s Hospital and the |
Royal Bank of Scotland. [
As well as displaying work by other artists,
Rob and Nicky show off their own to dazzling
effect: a large round coloured piece, Spectrum,

| is lit from the ceiling with spotlights that >

The couple's dining
room, with a reclaimed
church pew, the
Victorian scullery table
they secured from an
auction house and, to

| theright, one of their
| joint works, Twelve
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